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Schomburg and the
Harlem Renaissance by Victoria Ort{z
I am here with a sincere desire to
awaken the sensibilities, to kindle the

This February issue of Que Ondee Sola
is dedicated to the African Presence and
Persistance in the Puerto Rican
expereince as part of our contribution in
celebrating Black History Month .
Puerto Ricans are a mixture of Tainos,
Spaniards and Africans "From those
indigenous white and black hands our
homeland was forged," as our national
poet Juan Antonio Corretjer would note
in his epic poem "Oubao Main."
It was the search for his African roots

that led the young Puerto Rican
immigrant Arturo Schomburg to create
the most significant and important
collection of African Studies in the
Western Hemisphere, the Schomburg
Collection in New York City.

Articles on Schomburg taken
from : Caribbean Connections

Classroom Resources for Secondary
Schools. Published by EPICNNECA

dormant fibers in the soul, and to
fire . .racial patriotism by the study of
Negro books .. .It is the season for us to
devote our time to kindling the torches
that will inspire us to racial integrity.
Arthur Schomburg spoke these
words in July 1913 to a group of
Afro-American teachers attending
summer courses at the Cheney
Institute, in Pennsylvania . In the
presentation he outlined the
Intellectual foundations of the
period known as the Harlem or
Black Renaissance. Urging his
listeners to consider the importance of teaching Black students
about their heritage, about
African and Afro-American roots,
Schomburg went on :

There have been written many histories
of our people in slavery, peace and war,
each one serving a purpose. These books
have been useful to disseminate the
fragmentary knowledge to localities,
where the spark of learning has
awakened the soul to thirst for more and
better food ...These Ibooks I have been
our landmarks, our rock of ages, let us
place around them the inspiring love so
that the scholars of today ...will be
spurred to do things by which we will be
remembered, and in the coming days
will be heralded for racial identity, racial
preservation and racial unity ...We need
in the coming dawn Isomeone I who will
give us the background for our
future ... give us, with trenchant pen , the

story of our forefathers and let our soul
and body ... brighten the chasm that
separates us .
The fervor in Arthur Schomburg's
words grew from his deep sense
of outrage at the wrongs perpetuated against Black people, not
least of which was, in his opinion,
the denial of their heritage and
history Like many of his contemporaries, Schomburg saw history
as a weapon with which to fight
injustice against the race, a tool
to build a future of dignity.
Despite a full-time work schedule
at the Bankers Trust Company
and the responsibilities of a
family man, Arthur Schomburg
participated in all aspects of
Harlem's social, cultural and
political life during the development and apogee of the Harlem
Renaissance. This period, from
approximately 1920 to 1930, was
one of lively artistic and cultural
regeneration in the Black community. It confirmed once and for all
the fact that Afro-Americans have
historically enriched the culture
of this country with expressions
at once different from and linked
to the mainstream culture .
Harlem became the center for the
extraordinary creation of works of
literature, music, graphic arts,
sculpture, theater, and historiography. Once its reputation as a
Black cultural mecca was estab-
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lished, Harlem attracted scores of
Afro-American, Caribbean, and ,
African artists, writers, students,
intellectuals and others, all
inspired by the communities
creative genius and eager to
participate in its flowering The
poet Langston Hughes, himself
one of the shining lights of the
Harlem Renaissance, described
the life-giving social and cultural
home that was Harlem:

Harlem, like Picassos painting in his
cubistic period. Harlem-Southern
Harlem-the Carolinas, Georgia,
Florida-looking for the Promised
Land-dressed in rhythmic words,
painted in bright pictures, dancing to
jazz-ending up in the subway at
morning rush time-headed downtown .
West Indian Harlem-warm rambunctious sassy remembering Marcus
Garvey. Haitian Harlem, Cuban
Harlem, little pockets of tropical dreams
in alien tongues. Magnet Harlem
pulling in an Arthur Schomburg from
Puerto Rico , pulling in Arna Bontemps
all the way from Carolina, a Nora Holt
from way West, an E. Simms Campbell
from St. Louis, Likewise a Josephine
Baker, a Charles S. Johnson from
Virginia, an A Phillip Randolph from
Florida, a Roy Wilkins from Minnesota,
an Alta Douglas from Kansas . Melting
pot Harlem-Harlem of honey and
chocolate and caramel and rum and
vinegar and lemon and gall .
The men women involved in
Harlem's cultural movement
sought to express and examine all
of the concerns that had developed over the past fifty years of
growing tension between the
Black and white societies. They
were delineating new attitudes

toward blackness, developing the
concept of race pride, returning to
look at and learn from Black folk
roots. They were rediscovering the
deep ties they had with
Africa ... Arthur Schomburg's
contribution was to provide
materials, interpretation and
insights on Black achievements
past, present and future .
In addition to providing the AfroAmerican community with
valuable historical information
through his articles, book reviews
and bibliographies, Arthur
Schomburg made other contributions to the Harlem Renaissance.
According to those who knew him
personally, he was a gregarious
and generous man , always
available to help guide younger
writers and students in their
quest for Black history He
loaned his books, allowed people
into his home to use his materials, and spent long hours discussing favorite topics . Furthermore,
although his own financial
situation was never very good, he
never denied assistance to those
in need, especially if they were
young Afro-American students,
writers, artists or musicians.
Schomburg also wrote often to
newspaper and journal editors,
politicians, scholars in the United
States and abroad. He wrote to
publishers criticizing them for
signs of prejudice in their dictionaries or encyclopedias; he wrote
to editors protesting against
articles that distorted the Black
experience; and he wrote to
intellectuals or political leaders
questioning their interpretation
of some aspect of Black history.
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Arturo Alfonso ~chomhurg:
Our Forgotten Scholar
By Epifania Castillo Jr. and Valerie Sandoval Mwalilino

His name still blazes, of

course, among U.S. Blacks.

With a few exceptions , the Puerto
Ricans who came to New York city
before 1898 are a forgotten group.
That is a pity It should be a wellknown fact that many Puerto Ricans
migrated to the city before their
Island was annexed by the US as a
"booty of war," and that several of
them made important contributions to their adopted nation . One
such early settler was Arturo
Alfonso Schomburg, a historian and
scholar who became so eminent in
other fields that his Latino heritage
is all but ignored
His name still blazes, of course,
among U.S. Blacks. Schomburg
was an opponent of discrimination
throughout his long, eventful life.
He avoided militancy, preferring to
marshal! historical facts to his
cause . As a result of his work,
Blacks found old precedents in
their fight against prejudice and
new pride in their heritage
Schomburg also ranks as the
greatest collector of books on Black
culture. The Schomburg Center for
Research at the New York Public
Library, which he founded , contains
an astonishing 75,000 volumes on
the subject His strictly Latino
activities were less extensive and
less well known . But the fact is that
Arturo Schomburg was always
vitally interested in Latinos , their
freedom and well-being

The seed which was to flourish
throughout Schomburg's life was
planted in his mind while he was
still in Puerto Rico . It seems that
one of his teachers stated that the
Negro had never accomplished
anything in the past and probably
never would in the future
Schomburg was so outraged by this
racist attack that he set out to
disprove it by finding significant
works by Black Puerto Ricans . What
he was looking for, he said, were
the contributions of the "Colored
Races" to the development of
Western civilization . That became
his lifelong search .
The young scholar accumulated
quite a collection of books and
pamphlets about the African
experience in Puerto Rico . When ever he heard a slur, such as the
one his teacher made , Schomburg
could easily rebut it by bringing up
number of examples, including
those of Jose Campeche , the artist
whose portraits caused a major
sensation in Italian art circles, and
Rafael Cordero, the impoverished
cigar maker who was also one of
Puerto Rico's pioneer educators
Schomburg not only intended to
combat racial discrimination
wherever he found it-even though
the problem, while present, has
never been severe in Puerto Ricobut also to build pride in his
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people The writer Floyd) . Calvin
put it this way "When his white
associates began to tell of what
history white Puerto Ricans had
made, !Schomburg! could talk
equally freely of the history Black
Puerto Ricans made ."
There is no record of the Latino's
feelings on arriving in New York in
1891. Surely he must have been
aghast at the racial prejudice he
encountered . For this was a time
when racism was perhaps at its
most stark in the U.S. Blacks-and
Black Latinos-were not supposed
to have an equal chance to succeed, especially in intellectual
realms . Arturo Alfonso Schomburg,
of course, already had proof that
they could succeed.
His was not an easy path For his
first five years in New York, young
Arturo studied law at the offices of
Pryor, Mellias and Harris. Unhappy
with the practice of law, he joined
the Bankers Trust Co. Beginning in
the page and messenger department, he worked his way up until ,
when he retired from the bank, he
had become the head of the
mailing division in the Latin
American department. That was
the highest position that any Black
could achieve in those days
On the other hand , Schomburg's
rather undemanding job allowed
him to travel and search for
materials to add to his evergrowing collection . One ironic
story concerns a trip Schomburg
took to the deep South . Denied
hotel accommodations because of
his color, he promptly sued-and
won because he spoke fluent
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Spanish According to one of his
sons , the authorities decided that
"Negroes in the South were
Negroes , but if a Negro was a
Puerto Rican , he wasn 't a Negro."
Schomburg often identified himself
as "a Puerto Rican of African
decent," though never to escape
narrow definitions of Negritude .
He was simply proud of his past
A quiet, serene man, he seldom
spoke unless he had something
worth saying As a result, he was
greatly esteemed by his peers . The
honors flooded in. This is not the
place to report them all, but a short
list would include Schomburg's
presidency of the American Negro
Academy at Howard University, a
stint at Fisk University and his time
as curator of the collection which
bears his name; he also founded
the Negro Society for Historical
Research .
Arturo Alfonso Schomburg died in
1938, leaving a large family Of his
nine children , the last three were
given Latino names : Dolores ,
Fernando and Carlos. Clearly,
Schomburg never forgot that he
was a Latino, and there is no
question but that his early Puerto
Rican experiences molded his
future life and actions . Because of
his more than apparent African
blood , he felt a double duty to
combat prejudice in whatever form
it took. His example as a quiet
fighter against prejudice-and his
exemplary humanismo-still can
inspire Latinos today.

... the authorities decided
that "Negroes in the South
were Negroes, but if a Negro
was a Puerto Rican, he
wasn't a Negro."
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Mike Royko Insults Community
By Jaime Mendoza
On Friday, March 1, more than a
thousand Latino demonstrators
protested outside of the Chicago
Tribune Building demanding
justice for comments that co lumnist Mike Royko wrote on Tuesday
February 27, "Endorsement or
week is not meant for weak ."

typed Mexicans , Cubans and
other Latinos in our community.
When one speaks of political
satire, you think that any comments made would be intended
for politicians and those in power
Royko began his colum in this
manner by criticizi ng Pat
Buchanan and other Republican
cand idates but swiftly turned his
attention o n Ame ri ca's so called
wort hless neighbor, Mexico and
its peop le.
Royko at one point described
Buchanan and sa id , "Buchanan is
a crazed nati o nali st and Bigot.
He refers to Hispanics as
"Beaners, " Royko th en puts his
own bigotry and racist views by
stating th at the only cont ributi on
that Mexico has given is
"Tequilla ."

Among the demonstrators were
several students from Northeastern Illinois University who are all
active members of Chimex la
(Chicano Mexicano Latino
Student Union ).
Chants echoed througth the
street and flags from Mexico,
Central America, the Carribean
and South America were held
high and proud ove r Michigan
Avenue as demonstrators voiced
their anger at Mike Royko for his
series of columns that stereo-

He fails to recognize all of the
American compa ni es that have
invaded and po lluted Mexico pay
the Mexican worker wages way
lower than those paid to American worke rs.
Immigrants come here to escape
and find a better li fe not to feed
off the "American Dream ." Studi es
have shown that both documented and undocumented
worke rs pay over 70 to 90 billion
in taxes each yea r and on ly use
$50 billion in services . So whe re
does the rest go?
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Royko is using this so called
political satire as an excuse for
his racist views and as a means o f
finding a scapegoat with the
name of Mexico. The United
States has a history of
scapegoating during hard economic times . Just as the Jew ish
people were scapegoated for th e
economic and social probl ems o f
Germany during the 1930s.
The immigration problem this
country is facing now is just a
symptom of a larger problem .
Royko is only adding to this
problem instead of focusing on a
solution
The Latino community is constantly being bombarded with
sterotypes at all levels from the
media as dopedealers,
gangbangers, dishwashers ,
welfare recicist policies such as
Proposition 187 and English Only
laws serve to help Americans
keep their racist thoughts pure
and fresh . Europeans came here
in search of a better life just as
thousands are doing so today Yet
so many are quick to point the
finger at the newly arrived, the so
called immigrant They forgot th at
they too, are immigrants . This
country belonged to us we were
here in this country long before
the Mayflower arrived and it will
continue to be ours . lf not
physically then through our
hearts. The time will come when
we shall be recognized as the
original people of the Americas .

Que Ondee Sola
is published at No rtheastern Illinois University The opinions expressed in Que Ondee
Sola do not necessa rily reflect those of the
adm in istration. Responsibility fo r its co ntents
lie so lely within t he staff. We app recia te and
enco urage any and al l suggest ions
Editor:
Co-Editor:

Eduardo Arocho
Leo Negro n
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Interview with Marvin Garcia
DIRECTOR OF DR. PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS HIGH SCHOOL AND ALUMNI

By: Leo Negron

When did you become a member of the union?
I became a member in the late
70's and continued to be a
member until I graduated in 1983.

While people were participat~
ing in things like the chess
club or sports events I
wanted to participate in
something that promoted
who I was.

What prompted you to join the
Union for Puerto Rican
Students?
I was attending an extension
program in the Uptown Field
Center, Northeastern Illinois
University for two years before I
transferred to the university I
would periodically visit the
campus and saw alot of Latino
students I met a few that worked
in the Union and was interested
in the work that they were doing
on the issues of education on
campus for the Latinos, Puerto
Ricans in particular

Why the Union for Puerto Rican
Students and not a different
organization?

I was interested in Puerto Rican
independence They also had a
newspaper called Que Ondee
Sola which I really wanted to be a
part of.

What is Puerto Rican selfreliance?
Puerto Ricans can do things for
themselves , rely on their self to
better their lives and to make
changes in the community They
also have to say this is mine , ours
and it's worth protecting We
thought growing up in the United
States would be different but it
wasn't The Union for Puerto
Rican Students celebrated Puerto
Rican ism . I felt very comfortable
being a part of it and I wanted to
participate in the activities. While
people were participating in
things like the chess club or
sports events I wanted to participate in something that promoted
who I was .

What is Puerto Ricanism?
Because I am Puerto Rican I
found the name appealing to me.
You don 't hear alot about Puerto
Rican clubs or organizations in
schools . They were about Puerto
Rican self-reliance and Puerto
Rican independence At the time

Puerto Rican ism is learning about
what it is to be a Puerto Rican ,
who our heroes are . It is a
process of continued affirmation
and the rediscovering of who I am
and where I come from I wanted
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to be part of the Puerto Rican
experience in Chicago which
meant struggling around issues in
the community and being connected to the issues of Puerto
Rico struggling against colonialism . The Puerto Ricans in the
United States still struggle from
colonialism .
What were some of your proud~
est moments or greatest
achievements with the Union?

Everyday that the union existed
was a great achievement because
it was under alot of attack by
people calling us communists,
lndependists and terrorists . This
was the period when there was
alot of underground activities
going on . We did support work
for the Puerto Rican political
prisoners and prisoners of war,
the five nationalists who were
released from prison and the 11
members of Fuercas Armadas de
Liberaci6n Nacional (FALN) who
were captured . There was also
alot of police brutality in the
community, which still goes on
today So on campus we had alot
of people watching us. The Union
for Puerto Rican Students and
Que Ondee Sola had to fight for
our money because we had alot of
budget cuts. But we were still
able to do alot of things such as
bringing people to school like
Raphael Cancel Miranda and
Lolita Lebron to share about the
Puerto Rican Independence
struggles We did work with other
organizations to bring other
people on campus like Mexican
activist Chico Martinez and
Ricardo Romero from the Mexican
Movement . We did a lot of work

on the issues of education and
sometimes that meant that we
had to take over the U S history
department. We took over the
US history department's
Chairman's office and the
president's office. I remember
when Irma Romero was put out of
school because of the person in
charge of the student academic
affairs but she was graduated
once we put a law suit on the
university. We tried to hang on to
the Puerto Rican history line and
they fired Jose Lopez. The US
history department put a person
in the Puerto Rican history line
that wasn't even Puerto Rican so
we held a boycott which lasted a
long time even after I was gone
While we were boycotting this
person's class we were developing
a Chicano/Mexicano, Puerto Rican
minors program which later was
anitiated but I think the name is
quite different from what we
started off with . I don't remember
how the name was changed, I
think I had graduated already
But I think that was a great
achievement.
The Union for Puerto Rican
Students is the oldest Puerto
Rican student organization in the
country as well as Que Ondee
Sola. What do you think has
made it that successful?
I feel it's because they represent a
very progressive position in
education and issues that impact
the Puerto Rican community.
Because of this many young
people that go to school are
attracted to their positions
around better quality education

Everyday tnat tne
union existed was
a great achievement

10

We live a colonial existence

and we just don't nave
institutions that support
who we are, therefore
there's genocide against us.
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for Latinos and their connection
between the community and the
university, opening up recruitment programs for students,
keeping them open and maintaining them under a period of
intense backlash around affirmative action and any kind of gains
in the 60's and 70's. Que Ondee
Sola has been without a doubt a
voice for many Latinos students
as well as faculty on the campus
of Northeastern. They (UPRS &
QOS) have a tie with a reality. It
is not an isolated aberration . It is
very connected to the Puerto
Rican reality If you look at other
groups that have come and gone
it's because they didn't have the
connection to something outside
of the campus.

What is your role in the
community?
I've always been connected .
helped to found the first Aspira
club in Lane Technical high
school and l was their first
president. There were many
activities going on in the community that were announced on
campus l attended many of them
and was being exposed to the
different institutions in the Puerto
Rican community. One of them
was the Puerto Rican cultural
center which had an alternative
school, the Dr. Pedro Albizu
Campos Puerto Rican Alternative
high school. l wanted to be part
of that school. l started vol unteering, teaching how to make a
newspaper because l was working
on Que Ondee Sola . Then I
started staying over night doing
security.

I've heard that the Union for
Puerto Rican Students is viewed
as a bunch of revolutionaries
and people are afraid of
associating with them. What
suggestions do you have for
people that may be interested
but are afraid?
People have to make their own
decisions They have to engage
themselves in some kind of
critical analysis of what is going
on in their lives, in their community and with their people If you
do this you'll see that there's
going to be a need for the Union
for Puerto Rican Students, for
Que Ondee Sola and for a lot of
other institutions in the community that raise conciousness . We
live a colonial existence and we
just don't have institutions that
support who we are, therefore
there's genocide against us . On
top of this alot of people think
that the Union for Puerto Rican
Students, like any other organizations that pushes any kind of
progressive politics on Puerto
Rican Independence, is a terrorist
organization That's old but that's
there . Just as I work here at this
school there are people that talk
about it in the same way I invite
them to come and see for themselves There is no indoctrination
here, there isn't any kind of
ideological brainwashing here.
It's about de-schooling and decolonizing and on campus it was
about getting students involved
in their education and making
real what they were learning in
the classroom . So to anyone who
hears people say these things
don't go by what they say. Go by
your own analysis, your own
experience and you go check out
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A CALL TO ACTION
In December, 1994, activists from across the United States, from a dozen states and two dozen cities,
met in Philadelphia and founded the National Campaign to Stop Control Unit Prisons. A year later, at our
second meeting, the Campaign issued a call to action for spring of 1996. We believe:
• That control unit prisons are barbaric. No human being should be caged in a cell nearly 24
hours a day and denied all human contact for years on end. It is clear that the purpose
of control units is to destroy prisoners both physically and psychologically, not to facilitate growth or improvement;
• That political prisoners and other dissidents are especially targeted for incarceration in
control units, with the intent of dehumanizing and criminalizing them, as well as keeping
them separate from other prisoners and from the movements of which they are a part;
• That control unit prisons are part of the insane imprisonment binge which portrays every
problem as the fault of the individual rather than the result of a perverted social structure, one which proposes that most of these problems can be solved by putting people
away in cages for longer and longer periods of time;
• That our society's imprisonment binge and the proliferation of control units are essential
components of U.S. colonialism and racism . We believe that these components are not
"errors" or misguided attempts to control crime. They exist not to control crime, but to
attempt to control the democratic impulses of people of color within the borders of the
U.S.
Understanding these issues, we must organize and act, educate and agitate. With this in mind, the
National Campaign is calling for coordinated activities all across the U.S. and Canada at the end of April
and the beginning of May, 1996. The goal is to hold as many programs and demonstrations as possible
at almost the same time . Areas already involved in the planning include Atlanta, Boston , Chicago,
Cleveland, Boulder, Gary, Newark, New York, Philadelphia, and San Francisco . A variety of events are
being scheduled, including hearings, demonstrations, seminars, delegations, educational pickets ,
dinners, concerts, and so forth .
In the Midwest, regional hearings are scheduled for Saturday, April 20, and a caravan to prisons in
Terre Haute and Carlisle , Indiana is scheduled for May 4. These events are only the beginning, and it is
not too late to get involved. Organizations and individuals in agreement with this call to action and
interested in participating in the National Campaign should contact the 8th Day Center at 312.641 .5151 .
We hope that many more will join this effort. We believe that if we raise our voices against these barbaric
control unit prisons, against the racist imprisonment binge , against the incarceration of millions of young
people, that together we will be heard . Together we can organize, through practical activity, a network of
people that will challenge the dehumanizing U.S. society, and that will move toward the construction of a
human society in its place . Please join us.

CONTROL UNITS,
PRISONS
POLITICAL
PRISONERS
Keynote Speaker:
Mark Mauer, Sentencing Project
Workshops:
Women in Prison• Death Penalty•
Control Units•Political Prisoners•
Prison Economics• The War on Drugs
Hearing
local and regional witnesses
Sliding scale $3-$10
(No one turned away for lack of funds)
Make checks payable to
8th Day Center for Justice
Sponsors: (list in formation)

National Committee to Free Puerto Rican
Prisoners of War and Political Prisoners
•Crossroads Support Network•8th Day
Center for Justice• Committee to End the
Marion Lockdown•Autonomous Zone
•Prison Action Committee•Prairie Fire
Organizing Committee•lnterfaith Prisoner
of Conscience Project•Aaron Patterson
Defense Committee•National Campaign
to Stop Control Unit Prisons

Join us for a full day
of events in opposition
to the imprisonment
binge, control unit prisons, and the continuing
incarceration of political
prisoners. Hands-on
workshops on key topics, informative and
inspirational speakers,
and vital testimony from
diverse witnesses,
promise to make the
Midwest Regional Hearing a motivation for action as
well as a practical education for all present. Held in
coordination with similar events around the country,
sponsored by the National Campaign to Stop
Control Unit Prisons, this hearing is meant to be a
springboard to direct action on prison issues. We
urge you to attend on April 20, get involved, and
lend your strength to this growing movement.

For more information:

312.641.5151

Childcare provided. Parking available. Group and educational rates provided for teachers and non-profits.

